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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MEXICAN FOLK ART SHOW OPENS 
AT USD APRIL 14 
"Arbol de la Vida" The Ceramics of Metepec" will be on view at the 
University of San Diego Founders Gallery and opens with a "fiesta" from 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on April 14 . The exhibition will be open to the public 
through June 15 on weekdays from noon to 5:00 p.m. and on Wednesdays 
from noon to 9:00 p.m. For information call 291-6480. 
"The Ceramics of Metepec" depicts the artistic history of the ceramics 
on Metepec, known for its complex trees of life, and traces the evolution 
of the tree of life. "These 'arboles', according to Gallery Director 
Therese Whitcomb, "are a universally recognized example of Mexican 
folk art." Featured in the exhibition is the work of Metepec's master 
potter Monico Soteno. 
Historic and contemporary pieces, as well as audio-visual presenta-
tions, will guide the gallery visitor through the stylistic and icono-
graphic changes in the art of Metepec. Whitcomb explains, "This 
unique folk art show encompasses the technical, ethnographic, and 
economic aspects of the art of a single town. Even more important, 
it considers these objects as art, not artifacts." 
Sponsored through the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. John McBridge 
Thornton, the exhibition is curated by Linda McAlister and was designed 
by USD students. A catalogue will be available. 
Gallery Director Therese Whitcomb hopes to continue the support 
of cultural exchange between Mex ico and the United States. 
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